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Who?  We are a practice of speech 
language pathologists and occupational 
therapists who specialize in AAC.  

What do we do? We do individual 
therapy sessions, do intervention 
planning with current AAC device 
owners,  conduct speech generating 
device evaluations to help patients 
acquire devices, consult with and train 
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other professionals, share resources & 
experiences via Facebook, Twitter & 
Blogspot

Where? We work in our clinic, in 
numerous local school districts and 
present at local, state & national 
assistive technology and speech 
language pathology conferences.

Why?  Because we believe that every person has the right 
to communicate anything they want, whenever, wherever 
and to whomever they want!

www.mydynamictherapy.com
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Who?  

SLP & Clinical Applications Specialist  
with DynaVox Mayer-Johnson 

Holly Schneider, MA CCC-SLP

Solutions  to help individuals 
participate actively in their 
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Why?  Because we believe that every person has the right 
to communicate anything they want, whenever, wherever 
and to whomever they want!

What? 
Our team at DynaVox contributes to the 
development of new products and 
presents at local and national 
conferences about AAC topics, DynaVox 
products and services to clinicians and 
consumers.

daily environments

Part Two Agenda

Writing Dynamic Goals Using the 
Dynamic AAC Goals Planning Guide

Systematically Progressing a Goal 
Monitoring and Recording Progress

Everyone has the desire to express 
his or her “needs, wants, preferences; 
to have choices and to say “no”; to 
play; to learn; and to be respected.” 

(Yoder, 2001)

Three Questions to be Answered

1. Do you struggle with developing goals and 
implementation plans for AAC users? 

2. Do you have AAC users who have been 
stuck on the same goal for a considerable g
length of time?

3. Do you have difficulty figuring out a way to 
monitor progress and justify treatment 
when an AAC user appears to make 
minimal progress? 
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Question 2: Do you have AAC users who have 
been stuck on the same goal for a considerable 

length of time?

Answer: Increasing Complexity of Goals 

How we can we increase complexity?p y

•Levels of prompting

•Levels of activities

•Levels of their environment

•Levels of communication partners

Level of Prompting

Natural Cue = Goal Met (GM)

Indirect Cue (IC)

Direct Verbal Cue (DVC)

v

Direct Verbal Cue (DVC)

Direct Pointer Cue (DPC)

Physical Assistance (PA)

Hierarchy of Activities

Defined structured 
activity

Various structuredVarious structured 
activities

Unstructured activities

Hierarchy of Activities

Routine structured activity (activity used to 
teach the skill)

Requesting – snack activity

Various structured activities
Want client to be able to use skill in a variety ofWant client to be able to use skill in a variety of 
structured activities
Requesting – Mr. Potato head, puzzle pieces, blocks

Unstructured Activities
Not specifically set up to target skill
Allow for natural cues to stimulate response

Hierarchy of Communication Partners
(S. Blackstone & M. Hunt-Berg)

Hierarchy of Communication Partners

1. Teacher/therapist (individual 
teaching skill)

2. Familiar adult or peer

1. Start with partner client is most 
comfortable with 

3. Unfamiliar 
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Hierarchy of Environments

Community

Therapy 
room

Classroom

Home

Environment in which skill is taught
Therapy room or Classroom

Environment client is highly familiar with 
Classroom or Home
May even move around different areas in familiar

Hierarchy of Environments

May even move around different areas in familiar 
environment

Unfamiliar Environments (not a part of daily routine)
Places in the community:

Grocery store
Movie theater
Doctor’s office
Restaurant

Three Questions to be Answered

1. Do you struggle with developing goals and 
implementation plans for AAC users? 

2. Do you have AAC users who have been 
stuck on the same goal for a considerable g
length of time?

3. Do you have difficulty figuring out a way to 
monitor progress and justify treatment 
when an AAC user appears to make 
minimal progress? 

Increase Complexity of Goals!

•Systematically increase ALL 4 COMPLEXITY 
LEVELS

Client will __(skill)__ during 
(activity) in __(environment)__with 
__(partner)__ with  
___(prompting)__with ___% accuracy. 

Increasing Complexity with 
Linguistic Goal

Annual Goal:

Will use carrier phrase “I see” during various 
structured activities in the classroom with peers 
(familiar partner) with IC with 80% accuracy

SHORT TERM GOAL 1: Will use carrier phrase “I see”SHORT TERM GOAL 1: Will use carrier phrase I see  
during routine structured activities in the speech therapy 
room with familiar communication partner with DPC with 
80% accuracy

SHORT TERM GOAL 2: Will use carrier phrase “I see” 
during various structured activities in the speech therapy 
room with familiar peers with DVC with 80% accuracy
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Increasing Complexity with 
Linguistic Goal

Ultimate Goal!

Will use carrier phrase “I see” during 
unstructured activities in unfamiliar 
environment with unfamiliar partnersenvironment with unfamiliar partners 
with NC with 80% accuracy

Three Questions to be Answered

1. Do you struggle with developing goals and 
implementation plans for AAC users? 

2. Do you have AAC users who have been 
stuck on the same goal for a considerable g
length of time?

3. Do you have difficulty figuring out a way to 
monitor progress and justify treatment 
when an AAC user appears to make 
minimal progress? 

Monitoring Progress

Learning to write dynamic goals: 
Allows for easier tracking of 
progress

Provides justification for targetingProvides justification for targeting 
“same goal” over time

Develops communicative 
competence and independent 
communication

Monitoring Progress

Now that you know how to write 
dynamic goals…Let’s talk…

DATA!!

Subjective
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Assessment
Plan
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Working through the Intervention Planning Guide

Step 1: Determine Communication Ability Level Step 2: Identify skill strengths and target skills 
Step 3: Identify least possible support needed to perform skills

Step 5: Identify annual goals
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Three Questions to be Answered

1. Do you struggle with developing goals and 
implementation plans for AAC users? 

2. Do you have AAC users who have been 
stuck on the same goal for a considerable g
length of time?

3. Do you have difficulty figuring out a way to 
monitor progress and justify treatment 
when an AAC user appears to make 
minimal progress? 

A Few Final Thoughts…

“In the midst of all the complications that 
come with technology use, it can be helpful 
to remember that AAC technologies are 
simply tools that provide the child with 
access to language.access to language. 

Most children who use AAC experience 
language deficits, and the purpose of AAC is 
to provide the child with a means of 
overcoming these deficits.
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Given these facts, the goals, objectives 
and intervention techniques that SLPs 
use with children who use AAC, should 
not, in many cases, be very different from 

A Few Final Thoughts…

, y , y
the goals and techniques for children 
who primarily rely on speech to 
communicate.” 

(Binger, 2008)

Questions? 

holly.schneider@dynavoxtech.com

vicki@mydynamictherapy.com
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