
Standards-Based Assessment Rubric

Mode and Grade of Writing: Fourth Grade Informational
	
	Exceeds Expectations

4
	Meets Expectations

3
	Approaching Expectations

2
	Expectations Not Met

1

	Ideas
	· The main idea or thesis statement is clearly defined.
· Includes extensive facts and details to elaborate on the topic. 
· Excludes extraneous details and inappropriate information.
· Draws from multiple sources of information.
	· The main idea or thesis statement is evident.
· Includes appropriate facts and details about the topic
· Excludes extraneous details and inappropriate information
· Draws from more than one source of information.
	· The main idea can be identified.
· Includes some appropriate facts and details about the topic, but information may be limited.
· Excludes most extraneous details and inappropriate information, but may have minor digressions
· Draws from only one source of information.
	· The main idea is not identifiable.
· Does not include enough relevant information about the topic
· Includes extraneous details and inappropriate information
· Source of information is not evident.

	Organization
	· The structure is organized within each paragraph in a logical and effective sequence.  
· The writing is a cohesive piece that includes an engaging introduction, a body of relevant information, and a conclusion that reinforces the main idea.
· Transitions are consistently used to effectively connect the ideas within and between paragraphs.
	· The structure is organized in a logical sequence.
· The writing is developed with a functional introduction, body, and conclusion.
· Transitions are appropriate and connect the ideas within and between paragraphs 
	· The structure is loosely organized and may not flow in a logical sequence.
· The writing is beginning to develop with a functional introduction, body, and conclusion.
· Transitions are sometimes used to connect the ideas within and between paragraphs.
	· The structure is not evident.
· The writing does not include a clear intorduction, body, and conclusion.
· Transitions are not used effectively. 

	Style
	· Engages the reader by using an expressive tone appropriate to the topic, purpose, and audience.
· Uses a range of appropriate strategies such as rich vocabulary and descriptive language which convey the writer's personality.
	· Engages the reader by using a tone appropriate to the topic, purpose, and audience.
· Uses some rich vocabulary and descriptive language which convey the writer's personality.
	· Begins to engage the reader by using  tone appropriate to the topic, purpose, and audience, but voice may not be developed.
· Inconsistently uses vocabulary and descriptive language.
	· Does not use appropriate tone for the topic, purpose, or audience.
· Does not use varied vocabulary or descriptive langage.

	Conventions
	· Contains correct sentences, usage, grammar, and spelling that make the writer’s ideas understandable.
	· Some errors are present, but they do not interfere with meaning.
	· Errors interrupt the flow of communication and may interfere with meaning.
	· Errors prevent the reader from understanding the writer’s message.


