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Introduction

Georgia High School Assessments 

In order to earn a high school diploma in Georgia, all students must pass tests in English language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and writing.  The content tests are referred to as the Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHSGT).  The writing test is referred to as the Georgia High School Writing Test (GHSWT).  

Students take all five tests for the first time in the 11th grade.  For a detailed explanation of the Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHSGT), refer to the Department of Education’s website: http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/ci_testing.aspx?PageReq=CI_TESTING_GHSGT. 
English Language Arts Student Guide – GPS/QCC Transitional Version 

This document is designed to help you prepare for the GPS/QCC version of the graduation test in English Language Arts (ELA), which will be administered to first time test-takers in 2006 and 2007.  The English Language Arts Student Guide–GPS/QCC Transitional Version test can also be viewed at the link provided above.
If you have taken the ELA test at least once already, you will take a QCC version of the test.  A student guide for the ELA–QCC test can also be found at the website provided above. Look for the GPS and QCC designations in the document titles.   You may also use this document for extra review.

English Language Arts Content Descriptions

The content in the English Language Arts - GPS/QCC test is grouped into the three sections called domains that are described on page 4.  The sample test items that appear on pages 10-12 of this student guide are representative of these domains and closely resemble items found on an actual test. The items are also aligned to the Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) as well as to QCC standards. The percentages listed for each domain indicate how much emphasis is given to each domain on the test.  An ELA document entitled English Language Arts Test Content Descriptions: Based on the Georgia Performance Standards and the Quality Core Curriculum appears on the Testing Division’s website at the address given above.   For students taking the QCC version, an ELA document entitled English Language Arts Test Content Descriptions: Based on the Georgia QCC is provided at the same website listed above.  
Content Covered on the ELA–GPS/QCC Test

The English Language Arts test is comprised of three sections or domains: 

Domain 1: Reading Comprehension (47-49% of the test)  
These items test your ability to read and understand the meaning and main ideas in fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. Also tested is your ability to identify an author’s use of literary elements including language and style, character development, point of view, irony, sound, form, and structure, as these are used to convey meaning.

Domain 2: Literary Analysis (37-39% of the test)

These items test your ability to analyze what you read, focusing on analysis of how authors use language for particular purposes in fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. Items in this domain also test your ability to recognize theme and underlying meaning as well as your understanding of the history of American literature. In addition, items require you to identify and analyze techniques used by authors to produce particular effects on the reader. 
Domain 3: Conventions and Writing (14-16% of the test)

These items test your knowledge of vocabulary, writing for specific audiences, proper English usage, and your ability to formulate clear research questions. Items in this domain also test your ability to revise writing to address different audiences and improve the coherence of the organization.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Who must take the English Language Arts test?
All students who have entered ninth grade since July 1, 1991, must pass the English Language Arts test as a requirement for earning a high school diploma.

When will I take the test? 

If you are an 11th grade student, you must take the test in the spring of the eleventh grade.

Students who are unsure when they should test should contact their school counselor. Students who have taken the test and not passed may retest at any administration.

What kind of questions are on the test?

The test has only multiple-choice questions, but most of the questions require you to read a passage.
How many questions are on the test?

The test consists of between 50 and 60 questions.
Is the test timed?

You should be able to complete the test in 60 minutes. However, you have up to 3 hours and 10 minutes if needed.

What score is required to pass the test?

Students must earn a scale score of 500 in order to pass. You can go to the Georgia Department of Education’s website (http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/ci_testing) for more information on scoring.
How many opportunities do I have to take the test?
You have 5 opportunities to take and pass the test between the spring administration of your 11th grade year and the end of the 12th grade.

What happens if I don’t pass this test?
If you do not pass the English Language Arts test but have met all other graduation requirements, you may be eligible for a Certificate of Performance or a Special Education Diploma. If you leave school with a Certificate of Performance or a Special Education Diploma, you may retake the test as often as necessary in order to quality for a high school diploma.
Also, the waiver and variance rule was revised in December 2005. Students who meet certain criteria may be eligible to apply to the State Board of Education for a waiver or variance. Refer to the Georgia Department of Education’s website for more information.
Can I use instructional materials to help me take the English Language Arts test?

No, you cannot use instructional materials such as dictionaries, textbooks, or other materials while taking the test. Furthermore, you are not permitted to use any electronic communications devices such as cell phones, PDAs, or others that receive, store, and/or transmit text. Please do not take these devices into the room. Students who attempt to use these devices during testing will be in danger of having their tests invalidated.

What materials may I use to help me study for this test?

In addition to this document, you may use any high school reading, literature, writing, or grammar textbooks. You may also refer to the English Language Arts Test Content Descriptions mentioned earlier to help you prepare for this test. Finally, you may use questions in the Georgia Online Assessment System for further practice.

Hints to Help You Succeed on the GHSGT
English Language Arts – GPS/QCC

Read everything carefully.
Many of the GHSGT questions involve reading poems and selected passages from short stories, novels, biographies, essays, newspapers, magazines, and other sources.  Some questions include sentences and paragraphs to analyze, correct, or revise. You should read all parts of each test item very carefully, including directions, passages, questions, and all four answer choices. 
There are no trick questions.
The questions are NOT designed to be tricky.  If you read the entire question, including all accompanying material, and think carefully about what the question is asking, the meaning will be clear.   Also, remember that each question has only one answer that content experts agree is the correct answer.  However, you may be looking for the BEST answer among the choices.  If so, the word BEST will be emphasized.  

Sometimes questions ask you for the choice that is NOT correct among the options.  Always notice words like NOT, EXCEPT, or BUT in the question.  These words tell you are looking for a choice that does not answer or complete the item stem correctly.  For example, you might be asked, “Which of these sentences is NOT a complete sentence?”   You should look for the sentence that is wrong; three of the choices will be complete sentences. 
Consider every choice.

From the four answer choices, you must choose the one that BEST answers the question. Some of the alternative choices (distractors) will be attractive because they include an irrelevant detail, a common misconception, or apply the right information in the wrong way. 
Guess intelligently.

There is no penalty for guessing on this test. If you are not certain of the correct answer, then reread the material.  Then if you are still uncertain, make your best guess. Guessing is easier if you can eliminate one or more distractors as clearly incorrect. Be warned, however, that many of the distractors are very attractive because they are based on the common mistakes students make.
Spend test time wisely.

Many tests are arranged so that the easier items are first and the harder items are last. The GHSGTs are not arranged this way. Therefore, it is possible to find several difficult questions followed by a set of easier questions later. If you come to a few hard questions, do not get discouraged. It would be better to move on, answer as many questions as possible, and then go back to answer the remaining questions.
Check your answers.

There are several areas where carelessness can cause you to answer incorrectly: in reading the question initially, in choosing the answer, and in transferring the correct answer to your answer document. You should ask yourself three questions: Did I read the question carefully? Am I on the correct question number in the correct section of the answer booklet? And is this the answer I intended to mark?
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Sample Items and Explanations

The items listed below are sample items. These items should be considered as examples of items and types of items that may be found on the English Language Arts test.

Cognitive Level: Low

Domain 1: Reading Comprehension

1. Which pair of words from the poem is an example of end rhyme?
A. “words” and “feathers”
B. “storm” and “warm”
C. “land” and “extremity”
D. “soul” and “sea”
Explanation
Correct answer: Only option B is correct. End rhyme occurs in the last syllables of verses. Only “storm” and “warm” end in syllables that rhyme:  –orm in “storm” and  –arm in “warm.” In option A, the reader can detect the s sound in “soul” and “feathers,” but the words do not rhyme. Similarly, “land” and “extremity” in option C do not rhyme. In option D, “soul” and “sea” both exhibit the characteristics of alliteration, but they do not rhyme.
Cognitive Level: Medium
Domain 2: Literary Analysis

2. 
This poem is an example of the literary movement Romanticism because of its 

A. 
description of ordinary people in everyday situations.

B. 
attention to facts and reality written in simpler language.

C. 
focus on inner feelings and images from nature.

D. 
embrace of diversity, irony, and word play.

Explanation
Correct answer: Only option C correctly defines the characteristics of the Romantic Movement. In particular, the poem conveys a strong emotion and invokes a connection to nature, both characteristics of the Romantic Movement. Option A is a more appropriate definition of Naturalism and option B describes the characteristics of Realism. Finally, option D identifies some of the traits of Postmodernist literature. The item is representative of others at a medium cognitive level in Domain 1. The student must know the characteristics of Romanticism and then apply this knowledge to the poem in its entirety.

Cognitive Level: Medium

Domain 2: Literary Analysis

3. 
The bird having “kept so many warm” in line 8 is most likely a metaphor for

A. 
the comfort that hope provides.

B. 
the importance of feathers.

C.
the need for shelter.

D. 
the beauty of song.

Explanation
Correct answer: Option A correctly identifies the comparison in the metaphor. It is the bird’s song that keeps the listener warm in much the same way that hope offers comfort in times of distress. Option B refers to the literal benefit of feathers but misses the poet’s obvious use of figurative language. Option C represents an example of how a student might misread the poem by focusing too much on details, overlooking the metaphor altogether. Finally, option D is a plausible comparison for a metaphor, but it is not the comparison that is implied in the poem. This item requires a level of analysis that is more complex than simply recalling information in order to determine the underlying meaning in the poem.
Cognitive Level: Medium

Domain 1: Reading Comprehension

4. 
The use of the bird’s song in the poem helps to create a tone that is

A. 
joyous.
B. 
humorous.
C. 
reassuring.
D. 
mystifying.
Explanation

Correct answer: Only option C is correct. The phrase used in line 4, “And never stops at all” is perhaps the best example of how the bird’s song is constantly reassuring. Option A is incorrect, because “joyous” would imply that there is something in the poem to celebrate or some reason to rejoice. Option B is incorrect since nothing in the poem is comical or funny. Finally, option D is also incorrect. There is little in the poem to suggest that the speaker is bewildered or that some mystery remains unsolved. This item is representative of others at a medium level of difficulty because it requires the student to interpret and analyze the effect of the bird’s song in establishing the poem’s tone.

The following item is an example of an independent item that does not accompany a separate reading selection. Most items of this type deal with the process of writing, revising, or researching in an academic context.

Cognitive Level: Medium
Domain 3: Conventions and Writing

5. 
Suppose you are writing an essay about the water quality for residents in your area. 
Which of the following is the best way to state your research question?
A. 
What is being done to make our environment cleaner?

B. 
Is the water Americans drink becoming more polluted?

C. 
Does the water in this community meet health and safety standards?

D. 
What are the differences between bottled water and tap water?

Explanation

Correct answer: Option C offers a focused question that addresses the proposed topic of study, narrowing the scope to “health and safety standards” in “this city.” Options A and B are too broad, reaching far beyond “residents in your area.” Option D is simply off topic, failing to address the question of “water quality.” This item is an example of medium difficulty because it requires the student to analyze four possible research questions.

Practice Questions
Directions: These questions are similar to the ones you will answer on the GHSGT for English Language Arts. Read each question carefully. Then, read each answer choice. When you are finished, check your answers on page 17. A Study Plan is provided to help you identify areas in which you may need additional practice. 
Read the following passage and answer questions 1 through 4.

Lily Owens, 14, is learning about bees and honey from her new friend, beekeeper August Boatright, and her assistant Zach.

On our first Friday evening there, after prayers were finished and orange and pink swirls still hung in the sky from sunset, I went with August to the bee yard.

I hadn’t been out to the hives before, so to start off she gave me a lesson in what she called “bee yard etiquette.” She reminded me that the world was really one big bee yard, and the same rules worked fine in both places: Don’t be afraid, as no life-loving bee wants to sting you. Still, don’t be an idiot; wear long sleeves and long pants. Don’t swat. Don’t even think about swatting. If you feel angry, whistle. Anger agitates, while whistling melts a bee’s temper. Act like you know what you’re doing, even if you don’t. Above all, send the bees love. Every little thing wants to be loved.

August had been stung so many times she had immunity. They barely hurt her. In fact, she said, stings helped her arthritis, but since I didn’t have arthritis, I should cover up. She made me put on one of her long-sleeved white shirts, then placed one of the white helmets on my head and adjusted the netting.

If this was a man’s world a veil took the rough beard right off it. Everything appeared softer, nicer. When I walked behind August in my bee veil, I felt like a moon floating behind a night cloud.

She kept 48 hives strewn through the woods around the pink house, and another 280 were parceled out on various farms, in river yards and upland swamps. The farmers loved her bees, thanks to all the pollinating they did, how they made the watermelons redder and the cucumbers bigger. They would have welcomed her bees for free, but August paid every one of them with five gallons of honey.

She was constantly checking on her hives, driving her old flat-bed truck from one end of the county to the other. The “honey wagon” was what she called it. Bee patrol was what she did in it.

I watched her load the red wagon, the one I’d seen in the backyard, with brood frames, those little slats that slip down in the hives for the bees to deposit honey on.

“We have to make sure the queen has plenty of room to lay her eggs, or else we’ll get a swarm,” she said.

“What does that mean, a swarm?”

“Well, if you have a queen and a group of independent-minded bees that split off from the rest of the hive and look for another place to live, then you’ve got a swarm. They usually cluster on a limb somewhere.”

It was clear she didn’t like swarms.

“So,” she said, getting down to business, “what we have to do is take out the frames filled with honey and put in empty ones.” August pulled the wagon while I walked behind it carrying the smoker stuffed with pine straw and tobacco leaves. Zach had placed a brick on top of each hive telling August what to do. If the brick was at the front, it meant the colony had nearly filled the combs and needed another super. If the brick was at the back, there were problems like wax moths or ailing queens. Turned on its side, the brick announced a happy bee family.

August struck a match and lit the grass in the smoker. I watched her face flare with light, then recede into the dimness. She waved the bucket, sending smoke into the hive. The smoke, she said, worked better than a sedative.

Still, when August removed the lids, the bees poured out in thick black ropes, breaking into strands, a flurry of tiny wings moving around our faces. The air rained bees, and I sent them love, just like August said.

She pulled out a brood frame, a canvas of whirling blacks and grays, with rubbings of silver. “There she is, Lily, see her?” said August. “That’s the queen, the large one.”

I made a curtsy like people do for the queen of England, which made August laugh.

(Excerpt from The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd, copyright © 2002 by Sue Monk Kidd. Used by permission of Viking Penguin, a division of Penguin Group (USA) Inc.)


1.
The phrase “bee yard etiquette” is a metaphor for the

A. safety measures taken to protect people.

B. rules for people to live by.

C. importance of knowledge.

D. necessity of quiet. 

2.
As used in the passage, agitates most nearly means

A. settles.

B. lessens.

C. improves.

D. disturbs.

3.
Which statement from the passage best reflects the theme?

A. “That’s the queen, the large one.”

B. “Every little thing wants to be loved.”

C. “The smoke, she said, worked better than a sedative.”
D. “Turned on its side, the brick announced a happy bee family.”

Use the passage on pages 13–14 to answer question 4.

4.
The author depicts Lily curtsying at the end of the passage in order to show Lily’s

A. indifference.
B. concern.
C. respect.
D. pride.



5.
Which sentence would be best to include in a letter to the school board requesting more money for the school band?
A. The school band is horrible because the uniforms are out of fashion.

B. You should have given us more money because our band is awesome.

C. It isn’t our fault that the band is terrible, so you shouldn’t blame us.

D.
Please consider supporting the band, which is vital to our school.

6. 
Which of the sentences below is written correctly?

A. Pat has the best grades in the school.

B. Pat has the better grades in the school.

C. Pat has like the best grades in the school.

D. Pat has the more better grades in the school.

Read the following passage and answer questions 7 through 10.

     I am a man who, from his youth upwards, has been filled with a profound conviction that the easiest way of life is the best.  Hence, though I belong to a profession proverbially energetic and nervous, even to turbulence, at times, yet nothing of that sort have I ever suffered to invade my peace.  I am one of those unambitious lawyers who never address a jury, or in any way draw down public applause; but in the cool tranquility of a snug retreat, do a snug business among rich men’s bonds, and mortgages, and title-deeds.  All who know me, consider me an eminently safe man.  The late John Jacob Astor,1 a personage little given to poetic enthusiasm, had no hesitation in pronouncing my first grand point to be prudence; my next, method.  I do not speak it in vanity, but simply record the fact, that I was not unemployed in my profession by the late John Jacob Astor; a name which, I admit, I love to repeat; for it hath a rounded and orbicular sound to it, and rings like unto bullion.2 I will freely add, that I was not insensible to the late John Jacob Astor's good opinion.


1 John Jacob Astor (1763-1848): a successful fur trader who became one of America’s wealthiest persons
2 bullion: gold

(Excerpt from “Bartleby the Scrivener” by Herman Melville. Public Domain.)


7.
The point of view used in the passage reveals

A. the narrator’s unhappiness with work.

B. John Jacob Astor’s habit of repeating names.

C. the narrator’s sense of self-importance.

D. John Jacob Astor’s distrust of the narrator.

8.
Which best describes the way in which the passage is structured?

A. a conflict followed by the resolution

B. details describing a character

C. main idea with anecdotes

D. a sequence of events

9.
As used to describe the narrator, the phrase “unambitious lawyer” 


is an example of which literary device?

A. irony

B. hyperbole

C. symbolism

D. personification

Use the passage on page 16 to answer question 10.

10.
The passage illustrates which theme from American literature?

A. Unharnessed ambition often leads to ruin.

B. Freedom insures the happiness of all.

C. Nature is more powerful than the individual.

D. Wealth is often viewed as a measure of success.



Check your answers on page 18.

Answers and Explanations to Sample Questions
	Question Number
	GPS
	Domain Number
	Domain
	Correct Answer
	Result

	1
	ALRL1.fiction.c
	1
	Reading Comprehension
	B
	

	2
	ALRL5.a
	3
	Conventions and Writing
	D
	

	3
	ALRL2.a
	2
	Literary Analysis
	B
	

	4
	ALRL1.fiction.d
	1
	Reading Comprehension
	C
	

	5
	9W4.c
	3
	Conventions and Writing
	D
	

	6
	9C1.a
	3
	Conventions and Writing
	A
	

	7
	ALRL1.fiction.a
	1
	Reading Comprehension
	C
	

	8
	ALRL1.fiction.a
	1
	Reading Comprehension
	B
	

	9
	ALRL1.fiction.d
	1
	Reading Comprehension
	A
	

	10
	ALRL2.theme.a
	2
	Literary Analysis
	D
	


Explanations

1.
The correct answer is B. The guidance August gives Lily before visiting the hives is applicable to most situations in life: “don’t be afraid,” “don’t be an idiot,” “don’t swat,” etc.

2.
The correct answer is D. As used in the passage, “agitates”—consistent with its dictionary definition—means to disturb. August is teaching Lily to calm the bees and avoid upsetting them.

3.
The correct answer is B. The statement “every little thing wants to be loved” is a universal theme that applies to both August and Lily.

4.
The correct answer is C. Although Lily’s gesture is partly humorous, evoking a laugh from August, it is nevertheless respectful. Lily is showing deference to the queen bee.

5.
The correct answer is D. Only D addresses the school board in a formal tone. The request is both respectful and persuasive. 

6. The correct answer is A as it is the only sentence that uses the superlative degree correctly.

7.
The correct answer is C. The first-person point of view used in the passage helps to convey the narrator’s sense of self importance as evidenced by such phrases as “. . . all who know me consider me an eminently safe man” and “. . . my first grand point to be prudence.”

8.
The correct answer is B because the passage is primarily descriptive, providing details about the narrator.

9.
The correct answer is A. The phrase “unambitious lawyer” is an example of irony since the narrator is, in fact, quite ambitious. He does a “snug business among rich men’s bonds and mortgages and title-deeds.” The also narrator uses understatement throughout: “I was not unemployed in my profession. . .”

10.
The correct answer is D. John Jacob Astor was one of America’s first truly wealthy individuals. Like many, the narrator is impressed by this wealth and measures his own success, in part, by the same standards.

Study Plan
After checking your answers to the Sample Questions, review the GPS from each domain and identify those areas in which you need further study.  For detailed definitions of the standards, please consult the following resources:

1.
Georgia Performance Standards (American Literature and Grade 9).

http://www.georgiastandards.org/english.aspx
2.
English Language Arts Test Content Descriptions GPS/QCC Versions

http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/ci_testing.aspx?PageReq=CI_TESTING_GHSGT
	Domain Number
	Domain 
	GPS
	Study Plan for this GPS

	1
	Reading 
	ALRL1.fiction.a
	

	
	
	ALRL1.fiction.b
	

	
	
	ALRL1.fiction.d
	

	
	
	ALRL1.nonfiction.a
	

	
	
	ALRL1.poetry.a.i
	

	
	
	ALRL1.poetry.a.ii
	

	
	
	ALRL1.poetry.a.iii
	

	2
	Literary Analysis
	ALRL1.fiction.c
	

	
	
	ALRL1.fiction.f
	

	
	
	ALRL1.nonfiction.b
	

	
	
	ALRL1.nonfiction.c
	

	
	
	ALRL1.poetry.b
	

	
	
	ALRL2.theme.a
	

	
	
	ALRL2.theme.c
	

	
	
	ALRL2.theme.d
	

	3

	Conventions and Writing

	ALRL5.vocabulary.a
	

	
	
	9C1.a
	

	
	
	9W3.a
	

	
	
	9W4.b
	

	
	
	9W4.c
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Hope is the thing with feathers





Hope is the thing with feathers


That perches in the soul,


And sings the tune without the words,


And never stops at all,





5	And sweetest in the gale is heard;	


And sore must be the storm


That could abash the little bird


That kept so many warm.





I’ve heard it in the chilliest land


10	And on the strangest sea; 


Yet, never, in extremity,


It asked a crumb of me.





(Emily Dickinson)
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Parts of a Test Question


Read the passage and answer the question below.

"Don’t you sass me, boy!" Grandmother’s eyes burned fiercely at the young man. He lowered his eyes and scuffed his feet on the scarred, faded kitchen floor, but said nothing. Grandmother frowned, raised one eyebrow, then turned abruptly and slowly limped out of the room.


The writer is most likely trying to convey




A. Grandmother’s controlled anger.

B. Grandmother’s decision to leave the room.


C. problems of communication between generations.


D. the young man’s lack of respect for his grandmother.





















Stimulus: text that you must use to answer the question (pay particular attention to bold words)


Stem: the question or statement to be answered


Distractors: other answer choices that you might select




Cognitive Levels


Cognitive levels are based on learning expectations, not item difficulty.


Low:
requires mastery at the literal or recognition level; typically, these items call for knowledge or recall of information that may be considered important or significant


Medium:
requires some degree of interpretation beyond recall of information


High:
requires a significant degree of interpretation, analysis, or application


All three cognitive levels are represented on the test.
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