Georgia Facility Funding Options for Charter Schools

Currently, Georgia law treats start-up charter schools, conversion charter schools, and state chartered special schools very differently when it comes to facilities funding.  This summary is designed to provide an overview of applicable funding opportunities for all charter schools, but should not replace a review of the applicable Charter Schools Act, the State Board of Education Charter Schools Rule, and the applicable Guidance, all of which can be found at: http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/pea_charter.aspx.


The chart below specifies the types of facilities funding for which charter schools are eligible.  Any questions about facilities funding for charter school should be sent to Cayanna Collier-Good, the Charter Schools Division’s Grants and Policy Consultant, CCollier@doe.k12.ga.us.

	Funding Type


	Start-Up Schools eligible?
	Conversion Schools eligible?
	State Chartered Special Schools eligible?

	District facilities funding?
	No, unless the district determines such funding is “feasible”
	Yes
	No

	Annual Facilities Grant from DOE?

	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Included within Special Purposes Local Option Sales Tax?
	Only if written into SPLOST referendum
	Only if written into SPLOST referendum
	Only if written into SPLOST referendum

	Charter school facility loans from private sources?
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Private sources?
	Yes
	Yes, if school has appropriate entity established

	Yes

	Surplus facilities from districts?
	No, unless the district makes such facility available for lease or purchase 
	N/A
	No, unless the district makes such facility available for lease or purchase


� The facilities grant competition is subject to an annual appropriation by the Georgia General Assembly.  Historically, requests have far exceeded available grant awards. 


� Many conversion charter schools have established separate 501(c)(3) organizations to serve as  fundraising arms for the schools.
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