Q&A from January 25, MOWR Elluminate Session
With Gary Mealer, GaDOE
1.  Can a student earn more credits than the HS if they are in ACCEL?   
Yes, it is a possibility.  For example, a student at a high school on a 6 period day could be taking two Accel courses the first semester and two the second semester while taking 4 regular high school classes.  At the end of the year they would earn 4 units from Accel and 4 from the regular high school classes for a total of 8 units of credit instead of the 6 they would have regularly earned.

2. When and how do institutions report changes in MOWR policies for next year?

Each individual college/university is responsible for updating their guidelines and posting them.  GaDOE has already made the needed revisions for next year and have distributed the documents.
3. Can students take courses as part of the Accel program that is not required for graduation?

No, any courses taken should meet graduation requirements either as a specific required class or as an elective.  

4. Who was responsible to tell the local school system how to code the MOWR in their system?

This should have been covered when GaDOE provided updated information to local systems concerning FTE either last spring or this fall.  This information was provided by GaDOE at the state Fall GaDOE Data Conference in Athens this past September.  It was also covered in some of the MOWR Elluminates last year.
5. Payment deadline for this semester is/was when?

MOWR Verification forms should be submitted to Gary Mealer at GaDOE by February 11, absolute last submission date to ensure payment is February 15. 

6. What does FEI stand for?

This is the Federal Employee Identification number.  Each postsecondary institution should have this number.  We need this number so we can pay the postsecondary institution
7. Since a MOWR student can earn 12 credits in one semester, can they take off the spring semester if they are a junior and graduate early?

The credit is being converted incorrectly.  A student doesn’t earn 12 credits in one semester; they are taking 12 hours which will convert to 4 Carnegie units per semester.
8. In calculating the total cost of attendance for MOWR students, is the university supposed to estimate cost of books and materials?  Should the number we provide include only costs that would be covered under MOWR?

The college should know the book cost and whether there is a material fee for the classes.  It should be the total costs, whether they are covered by MOWR funds or not.  We need the total cost to determine which amount will be paid, the actual cost or the GaDOE allotted amount.

9. Even though a college English course counts as one Carnegie unit, can high schools require that seniors take college English in the fall and spring, therefore ending up with 5 Carnegie units in English.

MOWR students are not required to meet any different graduation requirements than the regular high school students at their high school are required to meet.

10. Is the parent permission form due each semester?

No, the law does not require it.  A yearly form is adequate if there are no changes during the year.  You might want to do another one if the schedule or any other area of the original changes.
11. Since we submit the form electronically, is an electronic signature sufficient?

Yes, it is.

12. Can high schools require ACCEL funded students to only be in face-to-face classes?  Can ACCEL funding be used for on-line courses in every county?

No, Accel students can take on-line courses as long as the colleges they are attending offer those courses as an on-line option.

13. How many Carnegie units does a high school student need to be considered full-time?  

At the high school it is six, at the college it is 12 semester hours.

14. Is there a MOWR liaison at each college to confirm that students are taking appropriate courses, are still on target to graduate, stay in communication with local school counselors at the high school, etc?

Each college or university has a MOWR contact person.  However, they are not responsible to do these things, though they may choose to do them.  Ultimately, it is the responsibility of the student to work with the college representative and high school counselor to ensure these things happen.

15. In the past, we have gotten very mixed messaged from our technical college about articulation.  As CTAE directors have been directed to proceed with establishing local agreements, we are told from the college side that statewide agreements are coming soon (which contradicts what we were told about them still being a long way out).  Please advise - thank you!

We have been working with the Technical College System of Georgia this fall and we are in the process of getting some state-wide agreements in several different areas finalized.  We hope to complete and distribute this information soon.  

16. Are verification forms that are due Feb. 11th to be sent from the postsecondary institution to the HS and then the HS is to send it to DOE?
Yes, the process is to begin at the postsecondary so they can tell the high school who has actually shown up, then the high school can confirm the students and information is correct before sending the form to GaDOE.

17. Who is ultimately responsible at the college level to ensure the requirements are met?

I am not sure which requirements this is specifically referring to but if it is graduation requirements, then that is the local high school and student’s responsibility, not the college.
If this is referring to a student being able to participate in MOWR at the college, then it would be the college MOWR contact person.

18. Just how much money will the public school systems lose through MOWR?  Will the $200 cover this or will it just be a drop in the bucket?

The local system would lose all the FTE funds the system would have received for that student for the entire year except for a $200 administrative fee.  That is, if the student was a MOWR student the entire year. If they were a student for only one semester, then the system would lose only half of the FTE funds and retain only a $100 administrative fee. 

19. MOWR states that all courses taken must be required for graduation.  How can they earn extra credits through MOWR once they fulfill their graduation requirements?  Won't this disqualify them from MOWR?   
Required courses for graduation can be core or elective courses but they must be on the approved list and be used to meet a required graduation unit of credit.  If the student has fulfilled their graduation requirements, then hopefully, the student can graduate early and “move on” and enroll in college.  However, if the system’s policy doesn’t allow them to graduate and requires them to continue to attend the high school, the student could continue in MOWR since the additional courses now become locally required courses to meet graduation guidelines.  The courses still must be on the approved list.

20. Regarding the American literature credit; how will college English credit be awarded for this?
GaDOE submitted a request for approval of American Literature and a course to be matched with to GSFC to add to the Accel and MOWR list.  It was approved by some of the colleges and not approved by others, so you will have to check the course list of the college/university the student is interested in attending. 

21.  Can a MOWR student take more than 12 semester hours?

Yes they can, however they have to pay for any additional cost over the 12 hours and it may require approval from the college to be able to take the extra hours.
22. Are all dual enrolled students required to take related EOCT tests at the high school?
Yes, dual enrolled students must take all required state assessments.  The students are to return to their high schools and participate in the testing when it is administered locally.  

23. Are books covered under MOWR funds?  

According to the legislation, this is possible.  Payment will have to be determined by each postsecondary institution that has a high school student participating.  If MOWR funds are still available after paying the MOWR costs of tuition and fees, then the remaining funds may be used for books.  If there are not enough funds to pay all the cost of the books then the student/parents would pay the difference.  If there are no funds available after the tuition and fees are applied, then the students/parents are responsible for all the cost of the books.

24. Do MOWR students have to be a GA resident?  Residency set by local school system not the college?

Yes for one year, and yes.
25. Is this a correct statement?  Dual Enrollment students using ACCEL funding may take any classes listed on the ACCEL approved list.  MOWR funded students may take any class on the ACCEL approved list and the supplemental USG MOWR list of approved courses.

Yes, but MOWR students can also take courses at the TCSG that are on the Dual Enrollment Course Directory.

