Relevant Sections of the CHARTER SCHOOLS ACT OF 1998

§ 20-2-2061. Legislative intent

It is the intent of the General Assembly to increase student achievement through academic and
organizational innovation by encouraging local school systems to utilize the flexibility of a
performance based contract called a charter.

HISTORY:: Code 1981, § 20-2-2061, enacted by Ga. L. 1998, p. 1080, § 3; Ga. L. 2002,

p. 388, 8 1; Ga. L. 2004, p. 107, § 19; Ga. L. 2005, p. 798, § 6/SB 35.

§ 20-2-2062. Definitions

(3.1) "Charter system™ means a local school system that is operating under the terms of a charter
pursuant to Code Section 20-2-2063.1.

(3.1) "Charter system™ means a local school system that is operating under the terms of a charter
pursuant to Code Section 20-2-2063.1.

(5.1) "Governing council™ means a school level council of parents, teachers, administrators, and
others who are involved in school level governance within a charter system.

(6) "Local board" means a county or independent board of education exercising control and
management of a local school system pursuant to Article V111, Section V, Paragraph Il of the
Constitution.

(12.1) "School level governance" means decision-making authority in personnel decisions,
financial decisions, curriculum and instruction, resource allocation, establishing and monitoring
the achievement of school improvement goals, and school operations.

(17) "System charter school™” means a school within a charter system.

8 20-2-2063.1. Charter Advisory Committee established; members; duties
(a) The state board shall establish a Charter Advisory Committee to review charter petitions for
compliance with established standards of the state board, to make recommendations to the state
board on charter policy, and to provide recommendations to the state board regarding charter
petitions. The committee shall be composed of nine members as follows:
(1) Three members appointed by the chairperson of the state board;
(2) Three members appointed by the Lieutenant Governor; and
(3) Three members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
All members shall serve at the pleasure of their respective appointing officials. The
committee shall elect a chairperson from among its membership.
(b) The committee shall conduct itself in accordance with any rules and guidelines established by
the state board with regard to timeframes, procedures, and protocol.
(c) The committee shall be authorized to request clarifying information from a charter petitioner
and to receive input from interested parties on a charter petition.
(d) The committee shall:
(1) Make recommendations to the state board of approval or denial on each charter
petition and shall specify the reasons for such recommendations;
(2) Periodically make recommendations to the state board regarding charter policy; and
(3) Make recommendations to the state board on the disbursement of planning grants for
charter systems, if funds are made available.



(e) The committee shall be authorized to enter into contracts, subject to available funding, with
one or more consultants to assist the committee in its duties and if directed to do so by the
committee, to do the following:
(1) Assist charter petitioners in the drafting of their petitions;
(2) Assist charter petitioners in the design and implementation of innovative education
programs and school level governance based on research, model programs, or other
credible information;
(3) Monitor and assist charter schools and charter systems; and
(4) Perform any other functions related to the support of the committee.
(F) The committee shall work in cooperation with the Office of Charter School Compliance, as
established pursuant to Code Section 20-2-2069.
(9) The members of the committee shall receive no compensation for their services but shall be
reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred by them in carrying out their duties.
(h) The committee shall be assigned to the Department of Education for administrative purposes
only, as prescribed in Code Section 50-4-3.
HISTORY: Code 1981, § 20-2-2063.1, enacted by Ga. L. 2007, p. 185, 8 5/SB 39.

§ 20-2-2063.2. Charter systems

(a) The state board shall be authorized to enter into a charter with a local board to establish a

local school system as a charter system.

(b) A local board seeking to create a charter system must submit a petition to the state board.

Prior to submitting such petition, the local board shall:

(1) Adopt a resolution approving the proposed charter system petition;

(2) Conduct at least two public hearings and provide notice of the hearings in the same
manner as other legal notices of the local board; and

(3) Send a notice to each principal within the local school system of the hearings with
instructions that each school shall distribute the notice to faculty and instructional staff
members and to the parent or guardian of each student enrolled in the school. The local
board may revise its proposed charter system petition, upon resolution, as a result of
testimony at the public hearings or for other purposes.

(c) Prior to approval or denial of a charter petition for a charter system, the state board shall

receive and give all due consideration to the recommendation and input from the Charter

Advisory Committee established in Code Section 20-2-2063.1. The state board shall approve the

charter if the state board finds, after receiving input from the Charter Advisory Committee, that

the petition complies with the rules, regulations, policies, and procedures promulgated pursuant
to Code Section 20-2-2063 and the provisions of this title, is in the public interest, and promotes
school level governance.

(d) All schools within an approved charter system shall be system charter schools except as

otherwise provided in subsections (f) and (g) of this Code section.

(e) (1) Subject to appropriations by the General Assembly or other available funding, the
state board, after receiving input and recommendations from the Charter Advisory
Committee, shall disburse planning grants to local school systems which desire to
become charter systems. Such grants will be disbursed in accordance with any applicable
guidelines, policies, and requirements established by the state board.

(2) Subject to specific appropriations by the General Assembly for this purpose, the state
board shall disburse implementation grants in the amount of $125,000.00 or such other



amount as determined by the state board to each charter system. The state board shall be
authorized to approve up to five petitions for charter systems during fiscal year 2008, and
may approve up to a maximum number of petitions in following years as may be
established pursuant to board rules and as subject to availability of funding for
implementation grants.
(F) A system charter school shall not be precluded from petitioning to become a conversion
charter school, in accordance with Code Section 20-2-2064, not subject to the terms of the
system charter. In the event a system charter school becomes a conversion charter school, the
system charter shall be amended to reflect that such school is no longer bound by the system
charter.
(9) An existing conversion or start-up charter school within a local school system which is
petitioning to become a charter system shall have the option of continuing under its own existing
charter, not subject to the terms of the system charter, or of terminating its existing charter, upon
agreement by the local board and state board, and becoming subject to the system charter as a
charter system school.
HISTORY: Code 1981, § 20-2-2063.2, enacted by Ga. L. 2007, p. 185, 8 5/SB 39.



