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State-Chartered Special School Petition Application 
(including new and renewal petitions)
	“The mission of the Georgia Public Charter Schools Program is to increase student achievement through academic and organizational innovation by encouraging local school districts to utilize the flexibility offered by chartering.”

	Charter Schools Division

2053 Twin Towers East

205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE

Atlanta, Georgia  30334

404-657-0515 (phone)

404-657-6978 (fax)

http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/pea_charter.aspx


State-Chartered Special School Application Instructions
A. The Petition
Start-up charter petitions are proposals to create new schools and should address the applicable requirements contained in the Charter Schools Act of 1998, as amended (O.C.G.A. §§ 20-2-2060 through 20-2-2071), State Board of Education Rule 160-4-9-.04 et seq. Charter Schools, Department of Education Guidance to Accompany the Charter Schools Rule, and any applicable local school system rules and regulations.  
The petition is a proposal for a charter school, which will be evaluated by the Charter Schools Division of the Department of Education in conjunction with other measures used by the Department to determine whether the proposed charter school complies with all applicable laws, rules, regulations, policies and procedures, whether the proposal will be viable in operation and whether the proposed charter school is in the public interest.  Filing a petition for a charter school does not guarantee that a charter will be granted.
B.
Deadline and Submission Procedures

Start-up charter petitions must first be submitted to the local board of the local school system in which the proposed school intends to be located and in accordance with the deadlines, procedures, rules and regulations of the local board.  After local denial, state chartered special school petitions must be received at the address below within thirty (30) days:
Georgia Department of Education

Charter Schools Division

2053 Twin Towers East

205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE

Atlanta, Georgia  30334
All petitions must comply with the following submission procedures:

· Consecutively number each page (including appendices).  
· Tab and paginate all appendices.

· Do not enclose the petition in a notebook, binder, or folder.

· The original must be signed in blue ink.  Stamped signatures will not be accepted.

· Petitions must not exceed 100 pages, exclusive of appendices. Petitioners are encouraged to be clear and concise in addressing the petition requirements.  
Faxed or e-mailed copies will not be accepted. Only complete petitions that comply with these guidelines will be considered for approval.  Petitions will not be returned.  Please keep a copy for your records.

C.
Petition Application Checklist

· Submit the ORIGINAL and TWO COPIES of the materials listed below, unless otherwise indicated.

· Completed Charter Petition Cover Pages (in the form attached below)
· Charter Petition and Appendices that were denied by the local board
· Charter Petition Cover Pages, Charter Petition and Appendices, and State-Chartered Special School Materials (see below) in Microsoft Word format (1 CD)
· Letter of Intent submitted to the local board(s) of education
· VIRTUAL CHARTER SCHOOL PETITIONERS:  In addition to the materials listed above, submit the ORIGINAL and TWO COPIES of the Addendum for Virtual Charter Schools checklist located at http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/pea_charter.aspx.
· State Chartered Special School PETITIONERs:  In addition to the materials listed above, submit the ORIGINAL and TWO COPIES of the materials listed below, unless otherwise indicated.
· A letter stating the date of the local board denial, whether the petitioner intends to request from the SBOE a local referendum pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 20-2-2068.1(e), and if so, a timeline for pursuing such request 
· The local board’s denial letter (3 copies)
· A written response to the local board’s stated reasons for denial

· Two (2) Charter Schools Division petition budget templates based on state-only funding:  one budget representing full enrollment and one budget representing half enrollment (template and instructions found on website)

· A summary sheet, not exceeding five (5) pages, detailing any changes to your educational program and/or operations given the reduced, state-only funding

 Start-Up Charter Petition Cover Pages
Part I.  Charter School Information
Check one:

 New Petition

 Renewal Petition

This charter school petition is being submitted by a (check one):

 Private Individual(s)















Name of Individual

 Private Organization
 















Name of Organization

Name of Proposed Charter School __________________________________________

Local school system in which charter school will be located ________________________________________________________________________
School address 










Contact person 













Name






Title
Contact address 










Telephone number of contact 








Fax number of contact 









E-mail address of contact 









Part II.  Assurances and Signatures
1. This charter petition was denied by the 






Board of Education on _____________________.


      Date

2. If a Charter is granted, all Petitioners assure that the proposed charter school programs, services, and activities will operate in accordance with the terms of the Charter and all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations.

_____________________________________
________________________
Charter Petitioner




Date
_____________________________________
________________________

Charter Petitioner




Date

Part III.  Executive Summary

The executive summary should not exceed 2 pages for new charter school petitions and 4 pages for renewal petitions and should include the following information:
Basic Information
Charter School Name __________________________________________
Denied by the _____________________________ Board of Education on _____________
Grade Levels Served _________________________
Ages Served ________________________________
Proposed Opening/Renewal Date ______________
Proposed Charter Term ______________________ (If the petition seeks a term greater than 5 years, explain the rationale for the requested term length.)
For each year of the proposed charter term, please indicate the number of pupils the charter school plans to serve.  
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Mission

· State the charter school’s mission and describe how it promotes the legislative intent to “increase student achievement through academic and organizational innovation.”  O.C.G.A. § 20-2-2061.
Academic Program

· Strategies to increase student achievement
· Examples of academic innovation and flexibility
Organization

· Examples of organizational innovation or flexibility
· Operated by Education Management Organization?
· Evidence of community interest/need
For Renewal Petitions Only

· How did the school perform in meeting AYP and the performance-based goals and measurable objectives of the charter?
· How did the school perform in achieving financial and organizational stability?
· Summarize the proposed changes to the charter upon renewal.
· Were termination proceedings initiated during the current charter term?  If so, what is the status of those proceedings?
