
RTI Professional Learning Webinar Series: 
Using Research to Select and Design 

Effective Interventions

September 10, 2009

Our session will start momentarily.  While you are waiting, please do the following:

Enter/edit your profile information by going to:
•Tools  - Preferences  - My Profile…

•Fill out the info on the “identity” tab and click “OK”

•To view the profile of another use, hover your mouse over his or her name in the 

participants window

Configure your microphone and speakers by going to:
•Tools – audio – audio setup wizard

Confirm your connection speed by going to:
•Tools – preferences – connection speed





Who are we?

• Teachers

• Administrators

• Counselors or Social 
Workers

• County Office or DOE

• Parents

• PK-5, 6-8, 9-12, post 
secondary

• Statewide organizations

• Other

• If there is more than one 
person at your computer, 
please share that in the chat 
box 

(ex. Georgia Elementary, 3 
teachers and principal)



Welcome and Introductions

• John Wight, GaDOE

• Dr. Kimberly Anderson, REL-SE at SERVE 
Center  at UNCG 

• Dr. Tessie Rose, National RTI Center 

• Participants: groups w/ facilitators, individuals
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REGIONAL EDUCATION 
LABORATORY- SOUTHEAST

(REL-SE)

Executive Director 

Dr. Ludwig van Broekhuizen

Toll Free: 800-755-3277

www.serve.org

Operated by  SERVE Center

at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro
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The Regional Educational Laboratory 
(REL) System



REL-SE

Serving Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, 
North Carolina and South Carolina,  2006 –
2011   
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Georgia liaison: Dr. Kim Anderson
kanderson@serve.org 

404-657-6174
Logo insert 



REL-SE’s MISSION

To serve the educational needs of the 

Southeast, using applied research, 

development, dissemination, and training and 

technical assistance to bring the best available 

evidence and proven practices into local, 

district, state, and regional school 

improvement efforts
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AGENDA

• Overview of the series:  Kim Anderson

• National perspective on RTI:  Tessie Rose

• RTI in Georgia:  John Wight

• Discussions

– Our current successes and challenges with RTI

– Our hopes for the future of RTI

– Our expectations for this webinar series

• Looking ahead to Session 2  September 17

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools
“We will lead the nation in improving student achievement.”
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Overview of the Series

• 9 professional learning webinars on RTI.

• Co-hosted by GaDOE and the REL-SE at SERVE, 
with support from USED Institute of Education 
Sciences (IES).  

• Builds upon trainings on "Using Research to 
Strengthen Decision-Making in RTI" that GaDOE 
and REL-SE have been delivering since fall, 2008.

• Addresses key components of the GA RTI 
Guidance manual. 

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools
“We will lead the nation in improving student achievement.”
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Overview of the Series, cont.’

• Provides information and tools to support 
practitioners in finding, understanding, and 
applying rigorous research to their selection, 
purchase and design of effective interventions. 

• Brings together RTI researchers and experts on 
RTI implementation; tools and resources from the 
REL network; the USED IES; GaDOE; and Georgia 
educators. 

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools
“We will lead the nation in improving student achievement.”
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9 Sessions

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools
“We will lead the nation in improving student achievement.”
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National Perspective on RTI

Dr. Tessie Rose, National RTI Center

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools
“We will lead the nation in improving student achievement.”
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National Perspective on 
Response to Intervention

Dr. Tessie Rose

National Center on Response to Intervention (NCRTI) 



5-year Technical Assistance Center 

Funded through a cooperative agreement 
to American Institutes for Research from 
OSEP 

Part of OSEP’s National Technical 
Assistance and Dissemination Network 

About NCRTI



Our Mission

To build state capacity and support for 
implementing RTI in local districts and 
schools by serving as a central source of 
knowledge, expertise, and research-based 
information for educators, administrators, 
and parents.



Achieving the Mission…

 Strategy 1 – identify and evaluate RTI 
components for identifying and serving 
students with or at risk for a learning 
disability identification

 Strategy 2 – provide ongoing technical 
assistance to states and to support the 
implementation of RTI in classrooms, 
schools, and local districts nationally

 Strategy 3 – disseminate information about 
proven and promising RTI models to 
interested stakeholders across the country



Strategic Activities

Knowledge Production

Technical Assistance Support

Information Dissemination



Strategy 1:Knowledge Production

Technical Review Committees (TRCs):

 Identify tools and interventions that are 
grounded in a rigorous scientific evidence base 

Three TRCs

(1) Screening

(2) Progress Monitoring 

(3) Tiered Instruction

Winter 2009



Strategy 1: Knowledge Production

RTI Workgroups

SEA Implementation

ELL and RTI

Disproportionality

Learning Disability Identification 

Secondary RTI (High and Middle School)

State Performance Plan (SPP) Analyses

Focusing on Indicators 9 & 10



Strategy 2: Technical Assistance Support

In person

Direct Technical Assistance

At a distance

TA Resource Development

Sharing Communities and Webinars

Training Modules



Strategy 3: Information Dissemination

Sharing information through a variety of 
methods

The NCRTI website – www.rti4success.org

Monthly newsletters – the RTI Responder

Email blasts about new resources or products

Q&A through email inbox and toll-free number

http://www.rti4success.org/
http://twitter.com/home






NCRTI State Database

Database contains 
RTI information 
and resources from 
states, such as:
• Policies

• Guidance documents
• Briefs
• Handbooks
• Presentations
• Tools
• Checklists



Monthly Webinars and Podcasts



Training Modules



What does RTI look like?
Who decides?

 USDOE does not endorse a specific RTI 
model/ framework

 National Center on RTI promotes essential 
components

 Georgia provides guidance for LEAs 

 Some LEAs are implementing RTI ahead of 
their SEA



What is Response to Intervention?

 An instructional framework aimed at 
improving the skills of ALL students

 RTI is “preventative” and provides immediate 
support to students who are at risk for 
academic failure

 Two primary goals: 
prevent future academic problems 
assist in identifying students with SLD



Center Definition of RTI

Response to intervention integrates student 
assessment and intervention within a multi-level 
prevention system to maximize student achievement 
and reduce behavior issues.  With RTI, schools identify 
students at risk for poor learning outcomes, monitor 
their progress, provide evidence-based interventions 
and adjust the intensity and nature of those 
interventions based on a student’s responsiveness, 
and identify students with learning disabilities or 
other disabilities 



Essential Features of RTI

 Core Curriculum

 Universal Screening

 Tiered-Interventions

 Progress Monitoring

 Data-Based Decision Making 
 Learning Disability Determination



1. Core Curriculum

 Research-based curriculum delivered to all 
students

 Differentiated curriculum with evidence-
based instructional methods

 High-quality instruction in the general 
education classroom setting

 Delivered with fidelity



2. Universal Screening

 PURPOSE: Identify students who are at risk of 
academic failure

 Conducted with all or targeted groups of 
students 

 Administered more than 1x per year 

 Fall, Winter, Spring 

 Involves brief assessments that are valid, 
reliable, and evidence-based



NCRTI Screening Tools Chart

www.rti4success.org



3. Tiered-Interventions 

 3+ levels of increasingly intense scientific, 
research-based interventions

 Intensity addressed through duration, 
frequency and time of interventions, 
group size, and instructor skill level

 Individual problem solving model and/or 
standardized intervention protocol for 
intervention levels 

 Delivered with fidelity  



4. Progress Monitoring 

 Repeated measurement of academic 
performance 

 Conducted at least monthly to 
 estimate rates of improvement, 

 students who are not demonstrating adequate 
progress and/or 

 compare the efficacy of different forms of instruction 
to design more effective, individualized instruction.

 Technically adequate measures administered 
with fidelity (accurate data)



Progress Monitoring Tools Chart



5. Data-Based Decision Making

Conducted at all levels of implementation 
(e.g., district, school, grade/content)

Explicit decision rules for assessing learners’ 
progress (e.g., level and/or rate)

Based on evidence based criteria

Follows established routines and procedures



RTI in Georgia

John Wight





Response to Intervention

Process of aligning appropriate 

assessment with purposeful instruction

for all students



What is the problem?  
What does the data show?

Why is this happening?

Curriculum Issue?

Instructional Issue?

Student Issue?

What is our plan?
What are we going to 

do?

What interventions are 
needed?

How will we measure 
success?

Implement the plan

Who will do what, where, 
when, and how often?

How will fidelity of 
implementation be 

determined?

Did the plan work?
What does the data show?



Tier 1 Non-negotiables

Tier 1 

STANDARDS-BASED CLASSROOM LEARNING:
• All students participate in general education learning that 

includes: 
– Universal screenings to target groups in need of specific instructional 

and/or behavioral support.

– Implementation of the Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) through 
a standards-based classroom structure. 

– Differentiation of instruction including fluid, flexible grouping, multiple 
means of learning, and demonstration of learning.

– Progress monitoring of learning through multiple formative 
assessments.

– Positive behavior supports.



Tier 2 Non-negotiables

NEEDS-BASED LEARNING:

• In addition to Tier 1, targeted students participate in 
learning that is different by including:

– Standard intervention protocol process for identifying and 
providing research based interventions based on need and 
resources.

– On-going progress monitoring to measure student 
response to intervention and guide decision-making.



Tier 3 Non-negotiables

SST-DRIVEN LEARNING:

• In addition to Tier 1 and Tier 2, targeted students 
participate in learning that is different by including:

– Intensive, formalized problem solving to identify individual 
student needs.

– Targeted research based interventions tailored to 
individual needs.

– Frequent progress monitoring and analysis of student 
response to intervention(s).



Tier 4 Non-negotiables

SPECIALLY-DESIGNED LEARNING:

• In addition to Tiers 1 through 3, targeted 
students participate in :

– Specialized programs, methodologies, or 
instructional deliveries.

– Greater frequency of progress monitoring of 
student response to intervention(s). 



Georgia’s Focus on RTI

• Establishing a common understanding

• Supporting data driven decision making 
at the school and classroom level

• Ensuring a culture of providing 
immediate interventions for students

• Identifying and implementing 
interventions that impact achievement



Participant Discussions

• Our current successes and challenges with RTI

• Our hopes for the future of RTI

• Our expectations for this webinar series

Two ways to share:

• Share with your colleagues at your location.

• Use the microphone to share with the whole 
group.

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools
“We will lead the nation in improving student achievement.”
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Looking ahead to Session 2  
September 17   3-4:30pm

Scientifically Based Research and Evidence-
Based Decision-Making

• Understand the EBDM Cycle

• Understand SBR

• Discuss how these apply to RTI daily practice

• Prepare for Sessions 3 and 4

• Logistics

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools
“We will lead the nation in improving student achievement.”
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RTI Resources

• Georgia Department of Education

– http://www.gadoe.org/ci_services.aspx?PageReq=CIServRTI

• SERVE Center at UNC Greensboro

– http://www.serve.org/

• American Institutes of Research

– http://www.rti4success.org/

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools
“We will lead the nation in improving student achievement.”
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http://www.gadoe.org/ci_services.aspx?PageReq=CIServRTI
http://www.serve.org/
http://www.rti4success.org/


Contact Information
• John Wight, GaDOE

– jwight@doe.k12.ga.us

– 404-656-0478

• Dr. Kim Anderson, SERVE/REL-SE

– kanderson@serve.org

– 404-657-6174 

• Dr. Tessie Rose, American Institutes for Research

– trose@air.org

– 202-403-5828

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools
“We will lead the nation in improving student achievement.”
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