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Georgia Code: IDDD(2) 160-4-2-.38 

EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR GIFTED STUDENTS
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A gifted student is one who demonstrates a high degree 
of intellectual and/or creative ability(ies), exhibits an 
exceptionally high degree of motivation, and/or excels in 
specific academic fields, and who needs special 
instruction and/or special ancillary services to achieve at 
levels commensurate with his or her abilities.



Best Practices in Gifted 
Education

Rogers, K. (2007). Ten Best Practices in Gifted Education. Retrieved February 24, 2011, from the

National Association for Gifted Children Web Site: www.nagc.org.



Best Practices in Gifted Education

• Gifted learners need the following:

– Daily challenge in their area of strength

– Rigorous challenge in all academic areas

– Double/Triple time and pacing in mathematics and 
science

– Elimination of excess drill and review



Best Practices in Gifted Education
• Gifted learners need the following:

– Opportunities to work independently and be 
unique

– Teaching of concepts, issues, problems, principles, 
generalizations in whole-to-part sequence

– Exposure to content beyond grade level in specific 
area(s) of talent

– Opportunities to socialize and to learn with like 
ability peers

– Opportunities to be credited for prior learning



Gifted Eligibility

Gifted Eligibility

Mental Ability: 
≥96%ile

Achievement: 
≥90%ile

Creativity: 

≥90%ile

Motivation:

≥90% or  ≥3.5 
on a 4.0 scale



State Law
Two Options for Eligibility

Option A/Psychometric: A student must meet 
eligibility requirements in both Mental Abilities 
and Achievement.

Option B/ Multiple Criteria: A student must meet 
eligibility requirements in three of the four
following areas: Mental Abilities, Achievement, 
Creativity, and Motivation.
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Determination of Eligibility

Option A/Psychometric: After assessing the student in 
all four areas, the student must meet eligibility 
requirements in the following areas:

• Mental Ability: ≥96th percentile (3-12) or 99th

percentile (K-2) on a standardized test of mental 
ability  - Total or Composite Score only.

• Achievement: ≥90th percentile in total battery, 
total reading, or total math section of a standardized 
achievement battery .
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Determination of Eligibility

Option B/ Multiple Criteria: A student must meet 
eligibility requirements in three of the four following areas:

• Mental Ability: ≥96th percentile on a standardized test of 
mental ability  - Component or Composite score

• Achievement: 90th percentile in total battery, total 
reading, or total math section of a standardized 
achievement battery 

• Creativity: ≥90th percentile / ≥90th percent on a creativity 
assessment 

• Motivation: ≥90th percentile / ≥90th percent on a 
motivation assessment 
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Charter School Flexibility
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Waivable

• Gifted Services (if you choose 
this, there is NO gifted 
funding)

• The four state-approved 
delivery models*

NOT Waivable 

•Gifted Eligibility criteria
•Federal civil rights 
requirements (equitable access) 
•Use of a gifted-endorsed 
teacher to provide services
•A differentiated curriculum

* As stated on the previous slide, if you use a delivery model different from the 

four state-approved models, you must maintain documentation that you are 

providing a rigorous curriculum that enriches, extends, and accelerates learning 

in the gifted students’ areas of strength for the number of segments claimed for 

FTE.



Full Time Equivalency
Gifted Education Rate = 1.67

3/3/2011 Dr. John D. Barge, State School Superintendent

There are six segments in a school day. A 

gifted segment is 1/6th on an instructional

school day. FTE count dates are the 

1st. Tuesday in October and the 

1st. Thursday in March.



Georgia Gifted Education 
Standards

The GA Association for Gifted Children 

The Georgia Department of  Education

12http://gadoe.org/ci_iap_gifted.aspx
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